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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report sets out responses received to one of the key recommendations of the Committee’s  

March 2011 report, Just the ticket: the ticketing arrangements for the London 2012 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the responses received from the Mayor, the Secretary of State 

for Culture, Media and Sport and representatives of London boroughs to the Committee’s 
proposals about Olympic tickets made available for sale to public bodies. 

 
 

3. Background   
 
3.1 In its report, the Committee urged public bodies being given preferential access to tickets to take a 

lead and show restraint when bidding for tickets. The Committee also argued that there should be 

complete transparency and accountability for each ticket. Public bodies should publish a register 

stating what tickets have been purchased from LOCOG; to whom each ticket has been allocated and 

why; and how the cost of each ticket has been met.  The Chair of the Committee wrote to the 

Government, Mayor, each London borough and the City of London asking for details of what tickets 

each body was purchasing, if any; to whom they would be allocated; how they would be paid for; 

and whether details would be published.   

 
 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 Responses are attached as Appendix 1 (the appendix is attached for Members and officers only but 

is available from the GLA website: http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-

assembly/committees).  This appendix also includes information made available to the Committee 

and published elsewhere.  For example, some London boroughs have published their policy on 

Olympic tickets in press releases.  Other boroughs responded to Freedom of Information requests 

from individuals and these responses have been made available to the Committee and published 

where a direct response to the Committee was not received.  The information is summarised in a 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/committees
http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/committees


table on pages 2 and 3 of the appendix. 

 

4.2 The Committee has information on the ticketing policy of the Mayor, the Government, the City of 

London and all but two of the 32 London boroughs.  The Mayor confirmed there are proposals for 

the GLA to receive 400-500 tickets.  These will be allocated to external organisations and persons as 

part of a programme that seeks to drive investment and economic development in London.  The 

Mayor is seeking sponsorship to cover the cost of these tickets and has committed to publishing 

details of who received tickets after the Games.  The Mayor also said he was happy to join the 

Committee in urging other public bodies to publish similar details of their own ticket allocation. 

 

4.3 The Government has bid for 9,000 tickets to be used for “international and domestic political and 

business leaders, dignitaries and others with a close connection to the Games”.  Tickets will be paid 

for by the Government.  The Government has also instigated a scheme for certain staff to buy a pair 

of tickets.  A recent written parliamentary answer said that 3,000 tickets will be made available to 

staff in this way.1   

 

4.4 The Committee has collated information on the ticketing policy of 31 of the 32 London boroughs.  

This has been obtained from letters responding to the Committee’s report; responses to freedom of 

information requests made available to the Committee; and public statements issued by boroughs.   

13 London boroughs and the City of London have confirmed their intention to purchase up to 100 

tickets from LOCOG; 18 boroughs have said they would not be taking up the offer to purchase 

tickets.  Of those taking up the offer to purchase tickets, three have secured sponsorship or other 

external funding for the tickets.   

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.      
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